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Gargano 
 

Wildlife at Leisure 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Days 1 & 2 

Passo di Ingarano & Bosco di Spina Pulci  
 

From Bari we'll head north to nearby Manfredonia and thence steeply uphill to Monte 

Santangelo, perched on the crest of the 2,500 feet high limestone ridge that marks 

the southern edge of the Gargano. The limestone terraces here have been in use for 

thousands of years - numerous old stone 'bothies' testify to this. 
 

We'll start our exploration of the Gargano at Passo di Ingarano where Black Kites and 

Buzzards soar over fields richly coloured with Malva cretica, Cistus creticus, 

Centaurium erythraea, Echium vulgare and Allium subhirsutum. Even the colourful 

bindweeds and Campanulas seem to draw one's attention away from the orchids. 

We will find our first vibrant displays of Pyramidal Orchids and abundant tongue 

orchids. Here the latter come in three species, the delicate Serapias lingua, variable 

Serapias vomeracea in its 'laxiflora' form, and many fine examples of the large-

flowered Serapias cordigera. Ophrys bremifera will be just starting to bloom. Ingarano 

has a rich insect fauna with many moths including the Purple-barred Yellow and 

Zygaena filipendulae and amongst abundant butterflies we'll encounter Swallowtail, 

Scarce Swallowtail, Southern White Admiral, Spotted Fritillary, both Italian Marbled 

White and Marbled White, Green Hairstreak and several species of Blue. Yellow and 

black Ascalaphus macaronius overfly the meadows as Subalpine Warblers and Corn 

Buntings sing from the hedgerows. 
 

Perched atop the hills that rise sharply above Lago di Lesina is the Bosco di Spina 

Pulci, an area of limestone grassland and superb oak woodland. The ground flora is 

quite exquisite. Brilliant pink Cyclamen repandum is such a striking sight whilst nearby 

are Scilla montana and swathes of Gladiolus dubius. Woodlarks and Mistle Thrushes 

and cattle laden with huge bells seem to emphasise the idyllic rural nature of this 

beautiful place. Hoopoes and Nuthatches call from the trees as we admire Bug 

Orchid and Lesser Butterfly Orchid. 

 

Day 3 

San Marco in Lamis 
 

The limestone terraces around San Marco in Lamis offer some fine orchid hunting 

areas in May as their altitude means a number of the earlier flowering species will still 

be fresh, particularly Ophrys incubacea and the endemic Ophrys garganica. Both 

Man and Toothed Orchids are common and the tongue orchid Serapias vomeracea 

comes in a bewildering variety of shapes and sizes! The beautiful south Italian 
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endemic Ophrys lacaitae produces its unique yellow square-lipped blooms in some 

abundance amongst a throng of Aristolochia rotunda and Rosy Garlic.  

 

Days 4 & 6 

Chiancate & Bosco Quarto 
 

Narrow winding lanes take us up onto the Bosco Quarto amongst the stunning 

limestone karsts and oak forests of the Central Gargano. This area is perhaps the most 

sublimely beautiful in the region and certainly has the most remarkable floral show!  
 

Once again the sward is a carpet of flowers with Columbines abundant. The delicate 

nodding heads of Ornithogalum nutans enjoys the partial shade along with plentiful 

Centaurea triumfetti and Muscari comosum. Out in the open it's the turn of Cistus 

incanus and Cistus monspeliensis to offer a beguiling show of pink and white. 

Amazingly there's lots of orchids in all this. Though normally early-flowering species, the 

altitude here (around three thousand feet above sea-level), means that both purple 

Green-winged Orchids and yellow Elder-flowered Orchids are still in bloom and even 

the beautiful Sparse-flowered Orchid too. We'll find magnificent stands of the 

impressive though rather smelly Lizard Orchid and a mass of delicate little pink Four-

spotted Orchids. Amongst the dry karst are Ophrys sicula and more of that great local 

speciality Ophrys lacaitae. The lovely Ophrys bertolonii is common, its rich deep pink 

and purple-black flowers always a tremendous sight. In wooded areas we'll find lots of 

Violet Limodore, the Birdsnest Orchid, Greater Butterfly Orchid and a tremendous 

show of Dactylorhiza maculata. Hawfinch, various woodpeckers and perhaps 

Wryneck are on the agenda while Buzzards and Montagu's Harriers drift by overhead. 

 

Day 5 

The North Coast 
 

The coastline either side of the stunningly situated cliff-top town of Peschici is quite 

beautiful. Hills covered in cistus roses and pines descend to a coast of white cliffs and 

small fields. Bushes of Jupiter's Beard and Tamarisk lie behind sand covered in 

medicks, Sea Bindweed and Sea Holly. Short turf on old dunes is an ideal habitat for 

Ophrys fuciflora and Serapias vomeracea and below one of the many watch towers, 

built to keep an eye out for marauding Turks, flowers Urospermum dalechampii.  
 

The Gargano is surprisingly good for birds and the afternoon will see us at an excellent 

wetland - the Lago di Lesina. A cacophony of sound from Edible Frogs will greet us. 

European Pond Terrapins plop loudly into the water. Water Rails call frequently and 

Great Reed and Fan-tailed Warblers add their voices to the general din! Marsh 

Harriers float over the reeds and Bearded and Penduline Tits are quite common. 
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Days 7 & 8 

The Foresta Umbra and Departure 

 

Famous throughout Italy, the cool green beech, oak and hornbeam forest will be a 

delight. Some of the trees are huge - one roadside beech is five metres in 

circumference and forty metres tall. With all these trees about it is not surprising that 

woodpeckers are common. We should see Middle-spotted and Green Woodpeckers 

and with a little luck Black Woodpecker too. Collared Flycatchers will be busy setting 

out their territories. The largely clear understorey has Spurge Laurel and a number of 

woodland orchids including stately Violet Limodores and the White Helleborine. The 

very last Pink Butterfly Orchids and the first Epipactis meridionalis will be blooming. 
 

In the afternoon of Day 7 there will be an opportunity to visit the nearby town of 

Monte Santangelo. The narrow streets are a delight and the 13th century Sanctuary of 

St Michael is a major pilgrimage centre, being the last on the "via Francigena" from 

France before pilgrims set sail for the Holy Land from the port of Manfredonia. 

 

 

 

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the latest trip report from similar 

tours to the Gargano. If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, 

please call 01298 83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, PO Box 148, Buxton SK17 1BE, UK. Tel/Fax +44 (0)1298 83563. After booking 

your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed information pack will 

be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower, bird and butterfly checklists 

are available. 
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